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BELMONT COMMUNITY GROUP 
Statement 

HON ALYSSA HAYDEN (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [10.03 pm]: Mr President, I am 
biting my tongue not to make another comment on that. 

All members in their day-to-day role as members of Parliament come across many hard-working local 
community groups. Often these groups contribute greatly to the regions in which they operate and they often 
represent the people that they share homes with and the community in which they live, work and play. These 
community groups are valuable to our society as a whole. When I received a copy of a newsletter from a new 
Belmont community group, I was thrilled to learn that a new community group had been established in the East 
Metropolitan Region. However, after reading the newsletter in more detail and then trying to get onto the 
website, which was stated as being www.belmontcommunitygroup.com.au, I found that the website does not 
exist. I was a little disappointed after reading the newsletter in full because it became pretty obvious to me that 
this is not a real community group, and I would like to share my disappointment with the house tonight.  

Following up on my concerns of whether this community group is real, I learnt that my federal colleague 
Mr Steve Irons, the member for Swan and a very hardworking member, shared the same concerns. He made a 
speech in Canberra this week on this very subject and I am thankful that he did a lot more research than I was 
able to do in the last couple of days. My concern is that this community group is misleading the very community 
that it preaches it is protecting. Having read the newsletter, I want to share with members why I have this 
concern. This local community group newsletter has on its front page the president of the community group, 
Cassie Rowe, who stood for the Labor Party in Belmont in 2013 and was not successful against our member for 
Belmont, the great Glenys Godfrey. I then went further through the newsletter and found out that the group’s 
Treasurer is Councillor Patrick Gardner, who is Cassie Rowe’s husband. I then found out that the website is not 
up and running. The closest thing I could find to the website is about a state in the US; I could not find the 
Belmont Community Group website that is all over the newsletter. My great federal colleague Steve Irons found 
out that the domain name is registered to a company called Frontier Capital, which is a business owned by 
Mr Barry Rowe, the former Labor minister and member for Essendon in Victoria who served his community in 
Essendon for 15 years—congratulations for that—before calling WA his home. This is, of course, the father of 
Cassie Rowe. 

Several members interjected. 

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: But wait, members; there is more! The patron of this community group is 
Hon Samantha Rowe, the member for East Metropolitan Region, who is the sister of Cassie Rowe and the sister-
in-law of Patrick Gardner and also the daughter of the father, Barry Rowe — 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Just slow down; let us establish order.  

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: The reason I raise this matter is that the newsletter states — 

The Belmont Community Group is independent and we seek to be inclusive and engaged with our 
community. 

If members look at this newsletter, they will see that there are photos — 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich: You can join up! 

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: I would love to if I could get onto the website that does not exist! 

Several members interjected.  
The PRESIDENT: Order, members!  

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: It is a beautiful, glossy, four-page, full colour newsletter that was sent out to people 
in the Belmont region. The cost must be enormous, but the fact is that they are asking people to join this 
community group and the membership is free, which is fantastic. Who is paying for this newsletter, if 
membership of the group is free? Normally, if someone sponsors a group, whether they be a business or an 
individual, they are showcased in that newsletter as a sponsor. If we look at the newsletter to see who has been 
showcased as the sponsor, we can see the member for East Metropolitan Region, her sister, her brother-in-law 
and her father. It also has the member for Midland, Michelle Roberts—nothing to do with Belmont; the former 
Labor candidate for Stirling, Louise Durack; Stephen Price, branch secretary of the Australian Workers’ Union 
in WA; and Senator Sue Lines, a Labor senator. The cast of thousands goes on. How can the group say in the 
newsletter that it is independent, democratic and wants to represent its community as a whole? If it wants to do 
that, why is the local member, Glenys Godfrey, not shown in this newsletter? Why is anyone else not in this? My 
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question is: normal political information that goes out includes who it is printed by and who has authorised it. It 
will have a name and a contact on it. But it is not on there. My question is: are they ashamed that they are part of 
the Labor Party? Why are they not displaying where they are from? They are misleading their community—it is 
not an independent community group.  

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Hon Ken Travers took a point of order during debate last night to a Deputy President 
complaining about interjections from a particular member opposite. I could relate those comments to about four 
others who continue to interject. The same rules apply to everybody—if somebody wants to get on their feet, 
they are entitled to be heard.  

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: The point of raising this is that I believe they are misleading the very good people of 
the real Belmont community. There are things on the newsletter such as “Belmont on the map”. A real estate 
agent has been used to outline the major infrastructure projects in and around Belmont that will place Belmont 
firmly in the A-list category of preferred places to live. State government initiatives are listed including the 
Burswood football stadium, the Belmont Park rail station upgrade, the $1.8 billion Gateway road project, and 
Hon Ken Travers’ favourite project—the proposed airport west rail station. They cannot put there that these are 
government initiatives; they hide it under a real estate agent promoting what is good about Belmont and why 
people should live there. Under “On the move”, it states that Samantha Rowe, MLC, has moved office, which is 
wonderful and fantastic, but why does it not have where the office of the actual lower house member is; that is, 
Glenys Godfrey, the member for Belmont? The community group is independent, democratic and represents the 
real people of Belmont, but I would like to know who the real people of Belmont are in this community group. 
Michelle Roberts, the member for Midland, does not live in Belmont. How is she relevant to the Belmont 
community local group? I am really confused.  

I would like the member to stand and put her hand on her heart, be proud that she is Labor and be proud of 
putting out a newsletter showcasing what is on offer, but do not hide behind a community group tag trying to get 
people onside and trying to mislead the Belmont community. She is not representing their real needs; she is 
representing them for her own political gain. ’Fess up, put a name on the piece of paper and start acting a bit 
more professionally.  
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